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Landscape Design Presentation  
Home Ideas centre Brisbane  

22 nd  September 2011  



What we will cover tonight.  

What is landscape design and why is it important in our communities. 
Landscape design principles & elements.  

Colour, texture and use of other elements in landscape design.  

Cost expectations of Landscaping-how much will a typical project cost?  

Why should you engage a qualified landscape designer? What are the things 
you should look for in a landscape designer?                                                   
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What is landscape design and why is it 

important in our communities?  

 
Å v¦¢Ωǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ !ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ά[ŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ 

combine art and science to create long-lasting and 
ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ǎǇŀŎŜǎΦέ  

Å Landscape design is an independent profession, practiced 
by landscape designers, combining nature and culture.  In 
contemporary practice landscape design bridges the gap 
between Landscape Architects and Garden design.  

Å Landscape Design is the art of arranging, adding to or 
modifying the features of a landscape or urban area for 
aesthetic or practical purposes.   A Landscape Designer or 
Architect has been trained to consider the garden as a 
whole with their extensive knowledge of space theory and 
design principles. 

Å Who designed Central Park in New York City, or the Gardens 
of Versailles in France? 
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Å Landscape design has a significant impact on and 
relates specifically to Social, environmental, and 
aesthetic requirements. 

Å Think of the benefits of our own parkland 
environments of Southbank, The botanical 
gardens (Both city and Toowong), and Roma street 
parklands.  

Å Landscape design improves not only the aesthetic 
appearance of our community; it improves the 
environment on many different levels, improves 
society, and provides places for our communities 
and lives to be able to exist.   

Å A well designed landscape adds value to a 
property or community in both terms of aesthetic, 
lifestyle and environmental terms.  It also adds 
financial value to a property.   
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What is landscape design and why is 
it important in our communities?  



 
Landscape design principles & 

elements.  

 
There are seven basic principles often added 
to and varying from person to person.  The 
most common are:  

ïUnity  

ïBalance  

ïTransition  

ïProportion  

ïRhythm  

ïFocalization  

ïRepetition  
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Å Unity relates to a central unified theme, which is an important part of every outdoor 
design.  This theme needs to relate to your property and should evolve to incorporate 
every part of your property.   Every item, plant and material that is brought into your 
property, needs to fit with this theme.  
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Unity  
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Å Balance is the underlying principle that creates the 
visually appealing layout to your design.   Your design 
should be built around a single centre point and each 
side of this should balance the other side.  There are 
three different forms of Balance: 

ï Symmetrical balance duplicates the garden design 
one side of a clearly defined central axis and 
repeats the exact same design on the opposite 
side.   Each side of the design is a mirror image of 
the other with no variation in colour, texture, or 
other elements.  

ï Asymmetrical balance is less rigid with natural 
curves and more variety in the design.  The centre 
point may not be obvious and balance is achieved 
through mass and weight rather than colour, 
texture and plant types.  

ï Radial balance works in a circular pattern from a 
centre point to produce a balanced appearance.  
Sunflowers, wheels and other round elements can 
produce radial balance.  
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Balance  



Balance  
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Balance  
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Å One of the most important principles of landscape design to remember if you want 
to create a natural looking outdoor area is transition. Transition, or sequence, 
gradually changes patterns in the elements to assist in easy visual movement 
across the landscape. Transition is a logical sequence that introduces a change in 
style slowly rather than all at once. For example, use medium sized shrubs to 
transition tall trees to sprawling shrubs. 

11 

Transition  



Å A well planned outdoor space is designed with function in mind. Closely related to 
the element of scale, proportion means carefully selecting materials that are 
appropriately sized for the landscape and its purpose. A small fish pond, for 
instance, would appear out of place and insignificant in a large, estate style 
landscape with grandiose structures but it would be ideal for a private landscape 
design in an average backyard. 
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Proportion  

http://www.landscape-design-advisor.com/landscape-design-for-ponds.html


Å Rhythm gives a landscape design a feeling of natural movement through the use of 
natural elements and careful repetition. Groups of plants, as well as individual 
materials, can create rhythm within the environment by patterns of colour, form, 
and other elements. 
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Rhythm  



Å Perhaps the most important aspect of the principles of landscape design is 
creating and emphasizing a point of focalization which sets the tone and 
arrangement for the rest of your outdoor area. A decorative fountain, magnificent 
sculpture, or even a simple garden with a relaxing sitting area could become the 

focal point of your yard design. All elements of the landscape should work to 
emphasize this area. 
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Focalization  

http://www.landscape-design-advisor.com/landscape-design-with-fountains.html







































